ppxxi+247 $8.75
Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1965 This excellent book provides an extensive and well balanced account of anticoagulant therapy in the treatment and prevention of thrombo-embolic disorders.
The first four chapters are an introduction to the mechanisms of thrombus formation and the biological action of anticoagulant drugs. Following sections discuss the indications for anticoagulant treatment in relation to myocardial ischmmic disease, pulmonary embolism, cerebrovascular lesions, peripheral arterial disease and venous thrombosis. The techniques for the administration of anticoagulants are considered in detail and there are chapters on the control of therapy and of the dangers and complications of this type of treatment. The references to the literature are well chosen and there is a useful bibliography and index.
A G SPENCER Clinical Electrocardiograms edited by Stephen R Elek MD FCCP FACP pp xviii +236 illustrated $11.75 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1965 This book consists of a collection of over 80 electrocardiograms contributed by 59 authors. Each author gives brief clinical details of his patient and a discussion on the interpretation of the electrocardiogram, to which the editor adds his own comments. No teaching of elementary principles is attempted and the reader must have a basic knowledge of electrocardiography if he is to profit from the study of these reports.
Full value can only be obtained from the discussion of an electrocardiogram when the reader can easily follow the descriptions by referring to the tracing. Unfortunately, whilst most of the electrocardiograms have been reproduced clearly, there are others of poor quality and a few are barely legible. Since complete agreement is seldom possible, between electrocardiographers, on the interpretation of the more complex electrocardiograms, it is rather surprising that editorial comment does not more often call attention to possible alternative explanationsfor example the prolonged QT interval in the tracing of a patient with low serum potassium may have been measured to the end of an abnormally tall U wave. Again, few would agree that the recording of the precordial leads at half sensitivity is either necessary or a desirable method for eliminating the base line disturbances in Parkinson's disease.
The general physician who is particularly interested in the help that the electrocardiogram can provide in the diagnosis of disease will find many of the contributions of considerable interest.
JAMES S FLEMING

Anthology of Orthopaedics by Mercer Rang FRcs pp xi ±243 illustrated 42s Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone 1966
So often in clinical practice and, particularly, in teaching, one uses the names of famous men in the description of disease, physical signs and treatment. More often than not one is somewhat hazy in one's knowledge of the life, activity and writings of the men whose names one uses. Mr Rang has set out to remedy this and he has succeeded very well. He has given the essential details of the lives of the men whose names are in current use in the practice of orthopaedic surgery and, more important, in each instance has included passages from their own writings.
This book gives the orthopedic surgeon a longer perspective and, quite often, long forgotten and neglected advice from his illustrious forebears. It is a book that is very well worth reading. E & S Livingstone have published it with their customary elegance.
RAYMOND FARROW
Principles of Clinical Neurology by Bernard H Smith MD pp 623 illustrated 102s
Chicago: Year Book MedicalPublishers 1965 London: Lloyd-Luke It is a pleasure to welcome a new textbook of clinical neurology. In contrast to re-edited versions of old and established textbooks, a wholly new book has the advantage that it can offer a much better balanced picture of the contemporary neurological scene. In this respect Professor Smith succeeds admirably. Intended for undergraduate students, the book has a simple and lucid style which makes it easy and stimulating to read. Laboratory investigations, radiological and electrophysiological, receive just the right amount of emphasis, and their clinical value is presented in simple terms without the reader being confused by laboratory jargon or by details of technique. Each chapter is followed by a short bibliography; most of these are excellent, but it is unfortunate that the chapter on headache (which is, after all, the commonest presenting symptom in neurological patients) should have the least satisfactory bibliography in the book. This is, however, a minor criticism and the book as a whole can be strongly recommended.
